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APPENDIX.   Regulations for revision, and for the ultimate sanction of
the supreme authority in India.
" I am of opinion that the seat of the supreme govern-
ment should be fixed in Calcutta, and I could assign
many reasons for this opinion, in opposition to that of
Lord William Bentinck (who prefers "Allahabad")? if
the question were still open for consideration. The
provinces from Benares eastward, including Arracan and
the settlements on the coast of Tenasserim, would consti-
tute, I think, the proper limits of the superior presidency;
and as these provinces have, with the exception of our
late acquisitions from the Burmese, been long settled,
the superintendence of their internal affairs would not
impose upon the supreme government any very onerous
duties, or interfere materially with the exercise of a
general control over the other presidencies- The chief
functions of the governor-general in council will, no
doubt, be legislative and political, with a general superin-
tendence; but it appears to me by no means advisable to
divest the supreme government of the immediate martage-
ment of a particular territory. This sort of abstraction
would separate it too much from the people, and remove
it too far from the sphere of their internal concerns. One
great evil incidental to our rule is, that the governors of
India can rarely become acquainted with the people over
whom they are placed.
"The projected change in the construction of the
supreme government appears to me to call for the most
serious consideration.
" It is to be composed of seven members instead of four,
the present number, and the councillors are to be ap-
pointed < by the court, with the approbation of the king,'
instead of being selected, as at present, by the court,
witfeoiat any interference on the part of his Majesty's
ministers.